
Quinquagesima Sunday 2 (2/21/2021) 

 It is often the case that we do not understand what God is doing.  Like the Apostles in the 

Gospel to whom Jesus speaks very clearly about the events that are to come, we can not 

understand why God would take the path that He is taking.  They could not grasp how Jesus’ 

being mocked, and delivered to death could accomplish the reign he spoke of.  They did not 

understand what was meant by the resurrection, or how this could reverse the effects of the terror 

Jesus described.  They thought that Jesus’ death would mean the end - they did not know that out 

of an apparently hopeless situation for humans, God can make a total transformation.  They put 

their trust in Jesus, they looked to Him to lead them to a resolution of their needs, they relied on 

Him to be the final solution to the most ultimate questions - now they were scratching their heads 

a bit wondering what he was talking about - and what He was getting them into. 

 It’s the same with us.  When we put our trust in Jesus, when we look to Him for answers, 

when we place our reliance on Him to lead us … we can become confused with where He leads.  

I know that in my own life there were times that Jesus led me down a path that I though was the 

wrong one, I fought against it and tried to change it to the one that I thought would more directly 

lead to the goal.  The two things I discovered: (1) I usually was wrong about where the goal was 

- I thought I knew, but really only God in wisdom knows.  So I looked forward to what I thought 

was the goal - looking left when I should have looked right - and naturally the way Jesus was 

leading things did not make sense. (2) I frequently misjudged the best way to get to the goal.  

Even where I saw the goal to which Jesus was lading, I would misjudge the best way to get there.  

I worried about things that did not matter and this distracted me.  I did not want to go through the 

field of thorns on the way, but didn’t know that the shorter path over the flat ground was filled 

with quicksand.  It can be difficult for us to simply let go of our need to map out the trip and 

determine each destination on the way.  We know the final destination is to be with out Lord 

forever in heaven, but often do not know all the stops along the way that are necessary. 

 Paul speaks in the Epistle saying that when he was a child he spoke like a child, 

understood as a child, thought like a child - he reminds us that we see now through a glass in a 

dark manner and he knows that now we only know partly, but later will know completely.  Only 

after death do we understand why the Lord led us through paths that did not make sense to us, 



only after death will we grasp the true goals along the way and see the perils that the Lord guided 

us around.  When we fall into one of these perils, it is often because we were not following 

where the Lord was leading … or because falling into that peril was actually essential for us 

getting to the goal - and He permitted it. 

 We must ask the Lord to be given sight.  In the Gospel Jesus heals a blind man.  By this 

He shows that He is the one who gives sight.  We can receive sight in a limited way while on 

they earth, we can grasp in shadowy ways the plan of the Lord - it is only after death that we 

receive a full sight in the Beatific Vision when we gaze on truth and wisdom itself.  For our part 

now we must walk by faith.  We must take the shadowy images we have been given and allow 

the Lord to take hold of our hand and guide us.  We must remember that even with the lights of 

faith, hope and love, we still see like a person with cataracts.  Even though given insight by the 

Grace of God we can behold as much as our poor and limited minds can grasp - we still do not 

see clearly - but that should not scare us.  Notice that the Apostles, although they don’t fully 

grasp what Jesus is saying, continue to follow.  Notice that although He speaks of a path through 

something that they would rather circumvent - they still go with Him.  Would that we were more 

like them.  Would that in our doubt, in our confusion regarding the complexity of God’s plan, we 

would simply say “Here I am Lord” and follow.   

 Those who trust in the Lord will not be left wanting.  Although the path of the Lord will 

take us to places where will loose us the esteem of human, although that path will take us to 

places that do not fulfill the needs of our pride, although that path will cause us to loose the thing 

we though we most needed - do not worry.  Don’t be like the child who pulls hand away from 

loving parent because the path they set out leads to the rigors of school and bypasses the candy 

shop.  That parent has a longer vision than the child, that parent is only guiding the child step-by-

step to ultimate success.  Our Lord’s great vision and wisdom has in mind our ultimate goal of 

union in heaven.  The two things to be sure of are: that the path of the Lord ends at the best final 

goal, and also that the path Jesus has laid out is the best way to get there. 


